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lower margin of this bone close to the genial tubercles.
It not unfrequently happens that this anterior belly has
an independent origin upon the hyoid bone; but the
construction is not materially effected by this variation.
Thus the digrastic muscle is in the form of a curve, the
lowest point of which is the hyoid bone, from the base
of the skull to the lower jaw. When in action, it will
become tense, and therefore raise the hyoid bone; but as
this elevation of the hyoid bone necessitates that of the
floor of the cavity of the mouth, the activity of this
muscle reinforces and completes that diaphragmatic
action of the mylo-hyoid muscle.

From these relations it appears that the hyoid bone
acts as a fixed central point of the floor of the cavity of
the mouth; it follows that the position of the latter may
be indirectly affected by movements or alterations of
position in which the hyoid bone is primarily concerned.
As, moreover, the situation of the hyoid bone also
decides that of the larynx, which is suspended from it,
the movements and changes in the position of the hyoid
bone must be further imparted to the larynx.

The movement of the hyoid bone is due to a number of
muscles which radiate towards it from several fixed
points of origin, and are attached to the body of the
bone. The mechanism presented by these muscles as
a whole is the most wonderful of the whole body, the
small number of four muscles upon each side being
sufficient to ensure the movement of the hyoid bone in
any direction. The number of these muscles is, there-
fore, really eight, but may be reduced to six, two of
the four muscles in the middle line of the body being
immediately connected with those of the other side,
and thus acting singly from a mechanical point of
view,                                                        .